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Foreword

To the Honorable Members of the 31st State of Washington Legislature:

Herewith is submitted the transcript of the proceedings of the Second
Public Hearing held by the Joint Legislative Committee named by your
honorable body to investigate subversive activities in the State of Washington.
The hearing was held July 19th to 23rd inclusive.

The hearing pertained largely to Communist activities at the University
of Washington. It definitely established the Communist affiliation of a num-
ber of faculty members and shed light on the existence of an active Commu-

nist bloc among the professors and instructors charged with the education of
our yvouth.

The hearing, conducted by a legally appointed committee of the legislature,
met with much resistance and actual sabotage in its proceedings. Under the
guise of a “picket line” Communist inspired marchers surrounded the 146th
Field Artillery Armory, scene of the hearing, and raised their voices in shout-
ing in an obvious attempt to drown out the testimony of witnesses.

Seattle police arrested ringleaders of the demonstrations on charges of
disorderly conduct. Joint efforts of Seattle police and the State Patrol were
necessary to quell the disturbances so that your Committee could carry on its
hearings in an orderly manner.

While the number of University faculty members exposed as having or
having had Communist Party affiliations was relatively small compared with
the actual size of the faculty, the hearing developed that the pattern of Com-

munist infiltration was identical with that employed by the Communists in
other fields.

In virtually every field in which they ultimately have been the dominating
influence the Communists start with a small but active minority who almost
invariably conceal their affiliations and operate as so-called “liberals.”

Your Committee wishes to direct particular attention to the testimony
concerning not only the University of Washington but to the proven Com-
munist domination of the Repertory Playhouse, an off-campus school of the
drama, which has drawn many of its students from the University. Testi-
mony concerning the affiliation of the leadership of this school with Com-

munist activities is preponderant. and, to the uninitiate, startling in the
extreme.

A four-fold pattern was followed in the hearing by those named by wit-
nesses as present or past members of the Communist Party:

1. Some took the stand and testified freely as to their own Communist
Farty affiliation but refused to reveal any information concerning the
Party or other members of the Party.

2. Some took the oath as a witness and then refused to testify.
3. Some took the oath under protest and refused to testify, while
4. Some refused to be sworn by the Committee.

The greatest possible latitude was granted witnesses in the hearing. Each
Wwas permitted the right to freely confer with his counsel while being interro-
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gated. Those who did testify were granted the greatest of latitude in their
response to questions. The Committee has found it necessary to institute con-
tempt proceedings under the statutes of the State of Washington against

several witnesses.

The Committee did not invade the academic field or question the method
of teaching or the substance of any teaching.

An informed public opinion is the best safeguard against any assault on

our way of life and our Constitution. With this thought uppermost in our
minds the Committee respectfully presents this, the Second Report of our

Hearings.

Respectfully submitted,

REPRESENTATIVE A, F. CANWELL, Chairman
SENATOR THomas H. Bienz, Secretary
SeENATOR R. L. RuTTER, JR.

SenaTorR Harorp G. KiMmpaLn
REPRESENTATIVE GRANT C. Sisson
REPRESENTATIVE SYDNEY A. STEVENS
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